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Today was the day | promised my son to go hiking on a mountain. We woke up early in the morning, took
kimbap and snacks my wife packed and headed out. My son looked excited for his first hike, maybe because
he was confused between hiking and a walk in the park. This was his first time, so | chose a relatively easy,
three-hour trail that covers the northern end of Seoul. In the beginning of the trail he was pretty light-footed,
enjoying the view. He had no difficulty following me. But when we were half way up the mountain, he started
slowing down and kept pestering me to give up and go back. | told him that the mountain top was not very
far from there and persuaded him to keep going. When we were almost there, he finally broke down on the
ground and said he couldn’t go any further. Taking some rest and sharing food and water didn't work. He even
asked to call a helicopter because he was too tired to go back. It was impossible for me to give him a piggy
back ride and go back down. So | told him that the helicopter landing zone is on the top of the hill, and we
had to make it to the top to ride a helicopter. Then | managed to take him to the top. At the top, probably
thanks to the great view and the cool wind, he looked satisfied and had fun taking pictures. All that we did
that day gave me fond memories — the walk on the trail, the meal at the top and the rest next to a stream
nearby. We learn a lot through hiking on a mountain. No trail is easy, but we should never give up, no matter
how hard a trail is. It takes a lot of sweat and effort to reach the goal. Maybe these lessons are too difficult to
be absorbed by a 7th grader who's still crazy about video games and toys. | don't mind if he learns something

or not. | am just thankful for my son who has grown up and become healthy enough to go hiking with his




[kl

www.practicus.co.kr © @EHE|IZA

dad. | asked him if he's interested in trying again next time. He didn’t answer. | will buy him his favorite Gundam

model kit and bribe him into going hiking again.
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Today was the day | promised my son to go hiking on a mountain.

ObR U UoiLt of RO M F YD 2442 B WS LpMCH

=
We woke up early in the morning, took kimbap and snacks my wife packed and headed out.
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My son looked excited for his first hike, maybe because he was confused between hiking and a walk in the
park.
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This was his first time, so | chose a relatively easy, three-hour trail that covers the northern end of Seoul.
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In the beginning of the trail he was pretty light-footed, enjoying the view. He had no difficulty following me.
But when we were half way up the mountain, he started slowing down and kept pestering me to give up and

go back.
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| told him that the mountain top was not very far from there and persuaded him to keep going. When we

were almost there, he finally broke down on the ground and said he couldn’t go any further.
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Taking some rest and sharing food and water didn't work. He even asked to call a helicopter because he was
too tired to go back.
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It was impossible for me to give him a piggy back ride and go back down.
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So, | told him that the helicopter landing zone is on the top of the hill, and we had to make it to the top to

ride a helicopter. Then | managed to take him to the top.
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At the top, probably thanks to the great view and the cool wind, he looked satisfied and had fun taking

pictures.
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All that we did that day gave me fond memories — the walk on the trail, the meal at the top and the rest next

to a stream nearby.
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We learn a lot through hiking on a mountain.
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No trail is easy, but we should never give up, no matter how hard a trail is. It takes a lot of sweat and effort

to reach the goal.
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Maybe these lessons are too difficult to be absorbed by a 7th grader who's still crazy about video games and

toys.
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| don't mind if he learns something or not. | am just thankful for my son who has grown up and become

healthy enough to go hiking with his dad.
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| asked him if he's interested in trying again next time. He didn’t answer.
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I will buy him his favorite Gundam model kit and bribe him into going hiking again.




