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Recently Kang Ho-dong, one of Korea’s most famous and well-paid celebrities, held a public press conference where he
admitted to tax evasion and is currently under investigation from the Korean National Tax Service.

During his heart-felt

speech to the public, he sincerely apologized for improperly declaring his income and that it was unintentional. The 41year-old traditional Korean wrestler-turned-comedian currently hosts many popular TV shows such as “One Night, Two
Days” and “Star King”. Kang stated that he would “tentatively” retire from the entertainment industry due to the public
uproar over his evasion of taxes. Kang has reportedly paid hundreds of millions of won owed in back and penalty taxes
while the NTS continue their audit of his finances.
Though the majority of the public have been quick to judge and wag their finger at the disgraced celebrity, a civic group
called the Korean Tax Payer’s Federation filed a complaint against the NTS. The civic group stated that it was unfair for
the NTS to have singled out the celebrity just to make an example of him to the public. They also stated that, based on
protection of privacy, the NTS had no right to expose the details of their audit to the public. The NTS has responded
stating that celebrities are more prone to tax evasion since their income comes from various sources such as TV shows
and commercial endorsements. Celebrities have also been known to falsely inflate the stated wages of their managers
and staff to lower their own income taxes. It is still controversial if Kang’s wrongdoing is truly severe enough to make him
tentatively retire from entertainment industry. But it is clear that in the Korean society now celebrities are not immune
from cheating on their taxes.
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