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Paul’s Summary (transcribed)
The political landscape of Seoul has been teeming with anticipation for the upcoming by-elections. This past week, the
residents of Seoul were asked to vote on a referendum on whether to block the new policy on free lunches to all
elementary and middle school students.

The voter turnout was less than 26% despite current Seoul mayor, Oh Se-hoon,

literally betting his official position if there wasn’t at least a 33.3% voter turnout.

As a result, Oh has resigned stating

that he will take responsibility for his failure to stop reckless expansion of populist policies. Oh’s early resignation has
now created a new race for the mayor of Seoul in the upcoming October by-elections. Typically, the fall by-elections are
used to elect new local administration chiefs and councilors.

This time the mayoral election is set to dominate politics

over the next two months with both parties battling to place their candidates in the running.

The position of Seoul

mayor is said to be the second most influential post after the president and a litmus test for the future presidential
election. Past mayor Lee-Myung Bak went on to become President.
After Oh’s resignation, the election seemed to be in favor of the opposition party. However, in a stunning turn of events,
Seoul’s Education Chief Kwak No Hyun is under investigation by the prosecution for a corruption scandal where he
allegedly bribed a competing candidate to resign in the past June election for the superintendent of the Seoul
Metropolitan Office of Education.

Kwak stated that he would not step down even though opposition voices have asked

him to resign. The October by-election now seems to be anyone’s game. Who ever said politics was boring!
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