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2011년 8월 1일 키워드 스피킹 방송 / 주제: 다문화주의   

Paul’s Summary (transcribed)  

This past week the world was shocked of the news of a mass murderer in one of the safest and most advanced countries 

in the world. 32-year-old Anders Behring Breivik was responsible for the mass shooting of at a political youth camp on 

Utoya Island. Breivik’s motives for his atrocious actions were outlined in a 1,500 page manifesto where he laid out this 

xenophobic worldview. Unfortunately, he reportedly cited Korea as a model of an ethically conservative, patriarchal 

society and had even mentioned his wish to meet President Lee Myung-Bak.  This unwanted and misdirected admiration 

has now drawn attention to the issue of multiculturalism in South Korea. 

Even though Korea is not yet a full-fledged multicultural state there are many signs that it’s rapidly shifting toward a 

multicultural society. In South Korea there are over 1.2 millions foreign residents, including migrant workers, students, 

naturalized citizens and children of international marriages.  The influx of foreigners is mainly due to economic reasons 

where migrant workers fill up the void in the labor market where most Koreans have shunned.  Despite Korea’s need for 

this external labor there has been a doubling of complaints of prejudice and discrimination against foreigners for the past 

few years. 

Multiculturalism is more than treating foreigners warmly and fairly; it’s the cultural integration of nationalities and 

ethnicities.  It is true that Korean society’s perception of multiculturalism has made a lot of progress, but it still remains to 

be seen if they are truly accepting people of other races and cultures. There still needs to be a stronger government 

commitment to make sure foreign citizens are equally represented and heard.   

To see if Korea’s successful future lies with multiculturalism one just needs to look back on its history; during Joseon 

Dynasty the country experienced unprecedented prosperity under King Sejong, who opened the borders to neighboring 

countries and foreign merchants.  
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