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Paul’s Summary (transcribed)
On July 4th, a 19-year old Marine corporal opened fire on his fellow soldiers, killing four young men and wounding one.
The shooter was only identified by his surname Kim. Kim and his suspected accomplice confessed that they could not
bear the organized bullying and physical abuse by their comrades. For a country where military service is mandatory
for all young men, many parents and future soldiers were horrified to hear the news and even more fearful of the
compulsory service.
Officially the military strictly prohibits beatings, physical and verbal harassment, bullying, and sexual abuse. Therefore
recent events have sparked criticism over a lack of discipline within the military since it seems abuse is still prevalent in
the barracks. An open debate was organized by Defense Minister Kim Kwan-jin to discuss how to better stamp out
physical and verbal abuse. Military officials and civilian experts reviewed anti-abuse measures including even dissolving
units where physical or mental abuse runs rampant.
Many believe these new measures would only act as a slap on the wrist and that the government needs to take a harder
look at the root of the problem.

Since military service is required of all Korean men, it is inevitable that many recruits

do not wish to serve and are unwilling to conform. While some may defend that this type of hazing is a necessary evil to
maintain order and instill strength of mind, Defense Minister Kim may have said it best when he declared, “Abuses hurt
not only their bodies, but also their minds. Those who destroy others’ bodies and minds through abusive acts are
criminals. I regard them as a criminal act.”
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