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Paul’s Summary (transcribed)
Millions of students and their parents have been paying close attention to the news lately for what may be the future of
Korea’s education policy. This week, Representative Hwang Woo-yea of the ruling Grand National Party has stated that he
and the GNP are committed to dramatically lowering college tuition up to fifty percent.

Originally, this had been one

of President Lee Myung-bak’s major campaign pledges back in 2007. However, due to an unfavorable economy, the Lee
administration was unable to curb the out-of-control rise of college tuition which has seen a rise of almost 100% in the
last decade. Rep. Hwang stated that the government would raise college scholarships, expand student loan programs,
and lower interest rates.

It is estimated that it would take approximately 2 to 5 trillion won to subsidize the new

program.
Progressive civic groups and the opposition Democratic Party welcomed the idea but felt it was more of an empty
gesture citing a lack of fiscal feasibility and current mismanagement of government programs. Many have labeled the
already delayed promise of lower tuition as populist, which is considered a common tactic to gain votes for the election
without considering how practical it may be.
Another concern that is facing this issue is the saturation of colleges in Korea. With so many new schools cropping all
over the country, it is expected that supply of university seats will outpace demand. This overpopulation of colleges is
diluting the quality of education, as many schools are considered far from reputable.

This brings the question to

whether the government should subsidize tuition across the board regardless of the quality of the school.

Others are

arguing further that the government shouldn’t be just throwing money at this issue but take a harder look at the root of
the problem. Suggestions have included that private universities should depend less on tuition for their total operating
costs and that scholarships should be given out on a case by case basis with emphasis on low-income families.
Considering that college tuition in Korea is the second highest among OECD countries next to the U.S., there is a social
consensus that the tuition cut is inevitable. The question is how to do it.
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