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Paul’s Summary (transcribed)  

An unwelcome guest in the spring – unfortunately this is not an endearing term to describe spring fever in Korea. It is a 

phrase to describe the yellow dust storm that originates in the deserts of Mongolia and is carried eastward over to the 

Korean peninsula during the spring season. 

The yellow dust phenomenon has been around for as long as people can remember.  It marks the eager bloom of 

spring but as the dust contains a lot of pollutants, due to the recent industrialization in China, it can be a threat to your 

health. When the dust storms reach the Korean peninsula, you are advised to stay indoors and wear masks if you have 

to go outside. Children and the elderly, whose immune system is relatively weaker, are especially vulnerable. The dust is 

also bad for those who have asthma or other respiratory diseases. If you also have allergies, spring can be turned into a 

nightmare of coughing, sneezing, teary eyes, and heavy breathing.     

During this yellow dust season, you should be careful to maintain a maximum level of personal hygiene. Washing hands, 

drinking clean water, and cooking foods appropriately are the basics of personal hygiene.  The problem with this 

unpleasant force of nature is that it blankets the skies, gets in everywhere and contaminates everything.  Reducing your 

exposure through good hygiene will help prevent any health problems.    

Depending on what you do and how prepared you are, the unwelcome guest in spring can end up being one of the 

normal weather patterns in the season. Don’t let the dust ruin the spring you’ve been waiting for during the winter.  

 

Key Words 

1. 황사(현상) yellow dust, yellow dust storm, yellow dust phenomenon 

2. 한반도 쪽으로 불어오다 carried eastward over to the Korean peninsula 

3. 오염물질 pollutant 

4. 야외활동을 삼가다 you are advised to stay indoors 

5. 어린이와 노약자의 면역기능이 약하다 children and elderly whose immune system is relatively weaker; children and 

elderly are especially vulnerable 

6. ~에 알레르기가 있다 I’m allergic to ~ 

7. 천식 asthma 

8. 호흡기 질환 respiratory diseases 

9. 개인 위생 personal hygiene 

10. 하늘을 뒤덮다 blanket the sky 

11. 산성비 acid rain 

12. 봄의 불청객 unwelcome 

13. 삼겹살이 황사에 좋다: 삼겹살 is good for cleansing your throat; 삼겹살 is a natural remedy to clear your throat 

 

More Key Words 

1. 꽃가루 pollen  

2. 삼겹살 three part fried pork, fried pork 

3. 앏게 잘랐다 thinly sliced 

4. ~을 암시하다 insinuate 

5. 기후현상 natural climate phenomenon 

6. 문학적인 표현 eloquent and poetic 

7. 항히스타민제 anti-histamine 

8. 노인 elderly, the elderly, seniors, senior citizens 

9. (질병 등에) 취약한 vulnerable 

10. 미신 같은 생각 an old wives’ tale 
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11. 마케팅 술수 marketing gimmick 

12. 등산 hiking (*mountain climbing은 아주 험한 산에 쓰는 말임) 


