www.practicus.co.kr

© ㈜프랙티쿠스

2011년 1월 9일 키워드 스피킹 방송 / 주제: 성형열풍과 외모지상주의
Paul’s Summary (transcribed)
Today's topic involves the immense popularity of plastic surgery in South Korea. Now, being conscious of one's own
appearance is fine, but if you take a casual stroll around the busy streets of downtown Seoul, you'll start to see a lot of
plastic surgery clinics -- out in the open! Now, if you ask a lot of Korean people, you'll find that it is commonplace for
women to have some work done on their eyes and nose and whatever parts of their body. Now, though the glamorous
and stylized stories of women getting cosmetic touchups at the doctor's office at lunchtime sound harmless, there are
less attractive stories of young women becoming anorexic due to excessive weight loss and having other eating disorders,
but(and) also even (of) teenagers getting intense makeover surgeries, which is never good. Now, I'm not trying to blame
just women, as I know more men are getting plastic surgery these days, but some people point to Korean society's
emphasis on physical appearance. Many people know that having a more pleasing appearance or a stunning first
impression can land you a better job or even a better spouse, but you can quickly realize that there is an immense
commercialization of this cultural craze, whether it is the large neon signs of clinics spread around the main streets of
Seoul, to the constant, constant ads on buses and subways and taxis and magazines and newspapers.. And even famous
Korean idols are just admitting, or even bragging about their new cosmetic surgery. But then you'd also say that it's good
for Korea, too, because Korea's expertise in modern technology and plastic surgery has made a boom in the tourism, or
plastic surgery tourism, with many foreigners flocking to Korea to get that perfect smile. In the end, I think that some
people say that plastic surgery is a matter of personal choice, while others will think it is an unhealthy disguise for
Korea's obsession with competition and discrimination.
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