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2011년 12월 29일 키워드 스피킹 방송 / 주제: 한류와 아이돌
Paul’s Summary (transcribed)
I want to say, I think the most of the world knows Korea by its exports, technological exports like Samsng, LG, Kia and
Daewoo, but I also think the Korean culture and pop culture has had great influence on the world. If you think about it, in
late 1990s, there was a Korean wave that washed over many Asian countries with its dramas, movies and music.
Everybody got a taste of Korean culture and want more and more. I was really excited, I think anybody in Southeast Asia
can tell you their favorite Korean drama. But then, I guess in the mid 2000, this Korean wave started to lose its
momentum. But luckily, nowadays it’s regaining popularity and it’s being called the second Korean wave. Depending on
who you talk to, this second wave is being led by idols, which are, I would say, even though people in America say
American Idols, in Korea, boybands and girlbands are called idols. Most of the boybands and girlbands are based around
pop music. You would see all these young boys and young girls dancing and singing and having this huge craze of young
people in Korea. And even though it’s dominating music charts, and spearheading, I guess, Korea’s face to the world,
some people say that this is an extreme form of commercialization and not a desirable trend.
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