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Summary

Recent arrests of celebrities have been made in connection with the use of methamphetamine.
Park Yoo Chun, Hwang Ha-Na and naturalized Korean citizen Robert Holley were in the news in association
with methamphetamine. It is known as its street name “crystal meth” or just “meth”. The drug is commonly
called “piliopon” in Korea. Crystal meth delivers a euphoric feeling when smoked, snorted or shot directly
into a vein. Other effects include alertness and the ability to overcome fatigue.

The dangers of meth may not look very serious when the user first takes the drug. However,
prolonged use of the drug can keep the user up for days without sleep, causing the user to experience
psychotic episodes and become violent. In the long term, the drug can cause serious bodily harm.

Around the world, crystal meth is seen mostly as a poor person’s drug. It has been called “the poor
man’s coke” because it is much cheaper to buy than cocaine. However, due to its high street value in
Korea, the drug has been financially out of reach for most Koreans and has established itself as a rich
person’s party drug. But this doesn't seem to be the case anymore. The number of those accused of using
illegal drugs is steadily on the rise, including meth users. Also, it has become easier to have access to meth
online. The celebrities in the news are known to have gone online and set up a dead drop where the
drugs can be picked up.

This is not the first time that Koreans heard about celebrities involved in illegal drug use. The public’s
belief is that regardless of one’s occupation or social status, everyone should be aware of the danger of illegal

drugs and violators should be punished accordingly.
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OreF AMRO| =7} 511 U0, 3t=2 [ 0|4 OFeF MY HO| OfL|C} Koreans have had a false sense of
security when it comes to illegal drugs. This has been proven by the steady rise of convictions. / The
number in drug related crimes is on the rise. This shows that illegal narcotics are affecting the lives of
Korean citizens more than ever. / As the number of drug related offenses climbs, its effects have infiltrated
deeper into Korean society.
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EICt There doesn't seem to be a major concern of recreational drug use. But the risk of addiction is real
and should not be taken lightly. / On the surface, drugs are seen as something people do when they
party. However, at least 10% of all drug users become heavily dependent on the drugs they are taking,
which can ruin their life in the long run. / Drug consumption can be seen as just a recreational way of
blowing off steam. Substance abuse in any form is a real disease and can affect you and the people

around you.

otefs FOfRUCHH AOQAOILE Y SO HishM= 99 Bl= +ALS SHOF StC}. Regardless of one's
social status or type of occupation, those who are accused of illegal drug use should be punished under
the law. / No one is above the law. If someone breaks the drug laws, they should be punished accordingly.

/ The rich should not get a slap on the wrist. They should be punished equally under the law.
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strict crackdown and punishment on illegal drugs are needed, but setting up rehab programs for drug
addicts is equally important. We should help them recover and come back to society. Also, stronger
government programs to raise public awareness about the danger of illegal drugs is needed, too. / There
needs to be a policy shift by the government. They should punish drug offenders but at the same time
offer outreach programs that help addition. Preventative measures need to be taken to discuss the harmful
effects of narcotics like crystal meth. / The government needs to reevaluate its current drug policy. It
should first start with education and preventing people from using the drugs. It should still punish dealers

but lend a hand to the users who have become addicted.




