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Summary

From April 4th to 5th, devastating wildfires ravaged the Gangwon region. A total of 5.3 million
square meters of land were burned, which is twice the size of Seoul's Yeouido. Nearly 4,200 people were
evacuated, and one person died, while 35 were injured. A spark that is suspected to have started on an
electricity pole was fanned by strong winds and grew into blazes that engulfed the region.

One of the most unforgettable scenes to Koreans was when a long line of fire engines dispatched
from other provinces were driving on the highway, with their lights on, toward Gangwon area to battle the
fire. News reports and posts on social media called them “heroes,” a name they rightfully deserved. Whenever
a large-scale fire occurs and we hear about the hard work of firefighters, a debate surfaces on whether they
are deservedly compensated. Many hope that this fire serves as an opportunity to fundamentally improve
the level of compensation for the firefighters who sacrifice their lives for the safety of the public.

Ironically, April 5th was Korea's Arbor Day. On that day we are supposed to plant trees, but we lost
many of them. It's the best month of the year to plant trees, but the season of dry weather and strong gusts
also overlaps with the time Korea is most vulnerable to wildfires. We are all familiar with the government
announcement that in this season of dry air, a tiny spark can lead to a big fire. We have to be extra careful
not to make simple mistakes that would lead to catastrophic results that take a huge toll on many people’s

lives.
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Keywords / Key Sentences

1. AZsh Mt 23t High Stofl A20] A F LSiE UL Dry weather and strong winds accelerated
the wildfire, and that's why there was a huge amount of damage. / Strong winds along with low humidity
fueled the wildfires, which lead to such a large area being burned. / The damage from the fires were aided
by a perfect storm of atmospheric conditions. High winds and dry conditions helped the fire spread

rapidly. *Santa Ana effect, devil winds, katabatic winds

2. Bt X9 22ES0| ot T FYUETAM " st 5= ARUCL Firefighters from other regions
joined the battle, and that was why such a large-scale fire was able to be contained quickly. / Firemen
from all over were dispatched to the fire. This is why the fire was extinguished so quickly. / The fire was
put out by local firefighters and firefighters from other regions. Their actions resulted in a swift end to

the fires.

3. 2SO0 Lo B gEet tHRE WX ZotCh= 20| RCh O 7|3fof Ao tist HeE
JjMsfor stCteE SAE|7F =LCh Many Koreans believe that the firefighters are not compensated
sufficiently for their hard work. We should take this opportunity to change the law to help them receive
what they deserve. / Korean firefighters should be paid more for the work they do. The public understands
that firefighters risk their lives and supports efforts to increase their salary. / The laws on the books need

to be changed to fairly compensate firefighters. Now there is public support to raise their pay.

4. A2 N7 2 MEER O[0F £ UCh HxY Wols 53] ZABHOF SHCL. In the dry season, a tiny
spark in the mountain can lead to a large-scale wildfire. We have to be extra careful. / When the weather
conditions are dry and windy, a single spark can cause a raging inferno. We have to be cautious to prevent
wildfires. / Sparks from cigarettes, electronics and camp fires can easily spread into forest fires during the

dry season. Please keep an eye out when you are dealing with fire.




