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2019년 3월 22일 키워드 스피킹 방송 / 주제: 버닝썬 스캔들 

<광고> 

 

 

Summary 

If you are looking for a case that matches the meaning of the expression “the snowball effect,” 

the example would be the “Burning Sun” scandal that’s been making headlines for over a month. It all 

started with an alleged assault in a nightclub. Then, suspicions about drug use, hidden cameras, sexual 

assault and prostitution emerged. Finally, it snowballed into a bribery case involving police officers 

including a high-ranking member. In the process, names of many K-pop stars have been mentioned, most 

notably Seungri of the K-pop idol group, Big Bang. President Moon emphasize the need for a thorough 

investigation. Along with other sex scandals hitting the headlines recently, the Korean public expects to 

see more breaking news in the next few months.   

Sex scandals and misbehavior of celebrities are all too common, but this time the scope and the 

depth of the scandal look incomparable. Is it just a series of misconduct by a limited number of misguided 

K-pop stars and celebrities? Or is it the tip of the iceberg that involves a corrupt connection between the 

entertainment industry and law enforcement? People are curious and hope justice will be served. 

    

해석  

1. a case that matches the meaning of the expression “the snowball effect,” 눈덩이 효과라는 표현에 딱 맞

는 사례 

2. that’s been making headlines for over a month 한 달 넘게 헤드라인을 장식하고 있는 

3. It all started with an alleged assault in a nightclub 나이트클럽에서 발생한 폭행사건에서 시작했다 

4. drug use, hidden cameras, sexual assault and prostitution emerged 마약투여, 몰래카메라, 성폭행, 매춘 

의혹이 제기되었다 

5. it snowballed into a bribery case involving police officers including a high-ranking member 경찰 간부를 

포함한 경찰이 관련된 뇌물 사건으로 커졌다 

6. emphasize the need for a thorough investigation. 철저한 수사의 필요성을 강조하다 

7. Along with other sex scandals hitting the headlines recently 최근 헤드라인을 장식하고 있는 다른 성추문

과 함께  

8. are all too common 매우 흔하다 

9. the scope and the depth of the scandal look incomparable 이번 스캔들의 범위와 심각성이 (다른 사안과) 

비교할 수 없을 정도다 

10. a series of misconduct by a limited number of misguided K-pop stars and celebrities 소수의 삐뚤어진 케

이팝 스타들이 저지른 일련의 일탈 행동 

11. tip of the iceberg that involves a corrupt connection between the entertainment industry and law 
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enforcement 연예 산업과 경찰 간 유착의 빙산의 일각 

12. hope justice will be served 정의가 구현되기를 희망하다 

 

Keywords / Key Sentences 

 

1. 나이트클럽의 고객을 상대로 한 폭행 사건이 일파만파 커져 온 나라가 관심을 갖는 스캔들이 되었다. 

The whole scandal started from an alleged assault against one patron of the nightclub, but it has 

snowballed into a scandal gripping the nation. / What started out as an assault investigation turned into 

the discovery of a web of illegal activity. / The genesis of this scandal started from a reported assault. 

Once the police started to dig deeper, they uncovered what happens in the seedy underbelly of Korean 

nightlife.  

 

2. 연예인들이 불법 행위를 저지르고도 경찰과의 유착을 통해 그냥 넘어갔던 것이 아닌가 하는 의심이 제

기된다. Suspicions have been raised that the celebrities who are involved in the scandal have been 

overlooked by the police for their illegal acts. / There is concern that the police have done nothing about 

the fact that a lot more celebrities were involved in the illegal activities at the club. / There may be a 

laundry list of celebrities connected to the nightclub, and the police seem to be protecting their identity.  

 

3. 한류 자체에 대한 이미지 손상으로 이어지는 게 아닌가 하는 우려가 있다. 케이팝에 대한 관심을 끊겠

다는 팬들도 있다. Some are concerned that the scandal seriously damaged the image of K-pop, and 

many K-pop fans around the world say they will stop supporting their favorite groups. / This scandal has 

redefined the image of K-pop. Fans in Korea and around the world of the groups involved declared they 

will no longer buy their music and merchandise. / The ugly truth about the K-pop industry has been 

exposed. There is a boycott of things related to the K-pop groups involved in the scandal.  

 

4. 연예인, 특히 한류스타는 사회적 영향력이 크고, 특히 청소년층에 막대한 영향을 미친다. 자신의 영향력

을 생각해 보고 행실을 바르게 해야 한다. Celebrities, especially K-pop stars have a huge influence in our 

society, not to mention teenagers. They should be aware of their influence and act accordingly in public. 

/ K-pop stars in Korea are the most recognized public figures and can have a huge emotional impact on 

their fans. They are expected to behave in a more mature manner. / Celebrities need to realize that they 

are constantly in the public eye. Koreans have great respect for singers and actors. If they behave in a 

manner unbecoming of their status, it may have an equally negative effect on the population.  


