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Summary

The 18th Asian Games was held in Indonesia from August 18th to September 2nd. For many Koreans,
the culmination of Asia’s biggest sporting event was the men's soccer finals, where team Korea beat its
biggest rival, Japan, to win the gold. The TV ratings were over 60%, meaning six out of ten households in
Korea were watching the game live.

The Games has also triggered a controversy over Korea's decades old policy about exemption from
mandatory military service. Under Korean law, a winner of a gold medal in the Asian games or any medal of
any kind in the Olympic games becomes exempt from mandatory military service. The winners complete their
military service by only attending four weeks of basic military training. Thanks to the policy, the English Premiere
League footballer Son Heung-min is now able to avoid a two-year hiatus in his career. But not all the
beneficiaries of the policy are welcomed by Korean citizens. Some baseball players are under criticism for
taking advantage of the measure to avoid military service. While other baseball teams in the games were
composed of amateur players, team Korea had all professional players, almost guaranteeing them to win the
gold.

Opponents of this policy ask a question: Fulfilling military service should be applied equally to
every able-bodied man, but why do professional players who already have both honor and money enjoy the
additional benefit of military service exemption? Proponents point out that, unlike ordinary citizens, the careers
of professional athletes peak in their 20s, which overlaps with their military service. Why don't we allow
talented athletes to improve themselves without hiatus and serve the country by raising Korea’s reputation
on a global stage?

Keenly aware of the controversies, the government has announced that they will review the system

from scratch and fix the problems. The system implemented in 1973 is now up for an overhaul.

°r
1. the culmination of Asia's biggest sporting event OtA|O} X1 AZX HHo| HH

2. The TV ratings were over 60%, meaning six out of ten households in Korea were watching the game live.
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returned home to a heroes’ welcome, baseball players acted very low key. That's because some
underqualified baseball players were suspected of taking advantage of the exemption policy to avoid
military service. / The soccer team returned triumphantly and were greeted with open arms by Korea.
However, the baseball team shied away from the spotlight because some of the players on the team are
accused of dodging the draft. / Some of team Korea's baseball players found a loophole to avoid

conscription by riding on the coattails of the better baseball players on the team.

ST YA of O|#o|A oY 4= SICt Every able-bodied man should serve in the military.
There should be no exception. / There should be no debate. All men must serve in the military. / All men

must serve in the military. It is not fair that some get to avoid military service while most serve.

Z =2 g1 oz X =2 M7t HY =X 2= 40| &27F. Professional athletes already
have both honor and money. Do they have to enjoy the additional benefit of being exempted from military
service? / Sports stars have a very comfortable life with status and financial rewards. Why are they the
ones who don't have to serve in the military? / Professional athletes are living the high life. What does

athletic achievement have to do with Korean’s national duty?
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t= A= ZCh Unlike ordinary citizens, professional athletes' careers
peak in their 20s, which overlaps with their time in the military. Why don't we allow talented athletes to
continue improving themselves in their 20s and serve their country later in a different way? / It is common
knowledge that athletes are in their prime in their 20’s. Why should their athletic careers suffer? There

must be an alternative way they can serve their country. / Athletes are usually at the height of their careers
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in their 20’s. It would be detrimental to take two years off during this time. There needs to be a way for

these athletes to postpone their military service until they can finish their career in sports.
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consider creating a new system where athletes accumulate points based on the results of multiple
international competitions. If the accumulated score of a player passes a certain mark, he can be exempted
from military service. / Rather than granting exceptions for winning a medal, there should be a point
system put in place. The point system would be applied to more than just one event. Athletes who
participate in these events can earn points, and once the players earn enough points, he does not have
to go into the military. / A point system should be established rather than the older system. If players
show athletic achievement in an array of different competitions, then they should be given a pass and are
not required to serve in the military.




