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2017년 2월 10일 키워드 스피킹 방송 / 주제: 기본소득 논쟁  

<광고> 

 

 

Summary 

In June of last year, Switzerland held a national referendum on the implementation of a basic income system 

that would give a monthly income worth 3 million won to every one of its citizens. The idea was voted down; but, in 

Korea, with the presidential election drawing nearer, a similar discussion has started to brew. 

Lee Jae-myung, a candidate hopeful and current mayor of Seongnam, is the one who sparked the debate. His 

campaign pledge promises each Korean citizen a basic income of 300,000 won per year. Also, 28 million 

disadvantaged Koreans such as people with disabilities, young job seekers, and senior citizens will be given an 

additional 1 million won.  

Most conservatives and even some of their liberal counterparts have bashed Lee. They question where he will 

find all of this money. Some even denounce him as an irresponsible populist, pointing out that the few such examples 

found to exist are only in their experimental stages. 

In any case, we need to ask why such an arguably radical social welfare idea is gaining traction in our society. 

Korea is known to be one of the countries where the gap between the rich and poor is widening at the fastest pace. So, 

why not take this opportunity to examine the causes of this income disparity and weigh the pros and cons of an 

expanded social welfare system? 

 

해석  

1. held a national referendum on ~을 국민투표에 부치다 

2. implementation of a basic income system 기본 소득제 시행 

3. The idea was voted down 그 생각은 투표에서 부결되었다 

4. similar discussion has started to brew 비슷한 논쟁이 일고 있다 

5. candidate hopeful 후보가 되기를 희망하는 사람, 예비 후보 

6. His campaign pledge promises each Korean citizen a basic income of 300,000 won per year 그의 선거 공약은 모든 

국민에게 연 30만원의 기본소득을 약속한다 

7. disadvantaged Koreans 취약 계층 

8. people with disabilities 장애인 

9. bashed Lee 이 시장을 비판했다 

10. denounce him as an irresponsible populist 그를 무책임한 포퓰리스트라고 비난하다 

11. the few such examples found to exist are only in their experimental stages 얼마 안 되는 알려진 사례들도 모두 아직 

실험 단계에 머물러 있다 

12. gaining traction 탄력을 받다, 활발해지다 

13. examine the causes of this income disparity 소득 불균형의 원인을 따져보다 

14. weigh the pros and cons 장단점을 생각하다 

15. expanded social welfare 확장된 사회 복지 
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Keywords / Key Sentences 

 

1. 기본소득은 일부 국가에서 실험적으로 실시하고 있는 실효성이 검증되지 않은 제도이며 우리나라가 도입하기에는 

시기상조다. It’s premature to implement a system that is only being experimented with in some countries. Its 

effectiveness has not been proven. / It’s too early to put in place a system that is only being tried out in some 

countries. Its potential has yet to be seen. / We’re not ready to carry out a system that is only in its test phase in 

some countries. Its ability to bring results has not been demonstrated.  

 

2. 사회적 합의에 이르기 어렵고 조세저항에 직면할 것이다. It will be hard for the whole society to reach a consensus 

on the basic income issue. The proposal will face strong resistance from taxpayers. / It will be difficult to have the 

entire society agree on the basic income discussion. The proposal will take a lot of heat from taxpayers. / It will be a 

challenge to get everyone in society to shake hands on the basic income debate. The proposal will result in tax 

resistance by the public.  

 

3. 기본소득 지급을 위해 쓰일 예산을 사회보장이 필요한 사람에게 선별적으로 지원하는 것이 더 효과적이다. A budget 

for basic income could be more effectively used if it is paid out selectively to those in need of social security. / Funds 

for a basic income could be put to better use if they are funneled down to only those who need social security. / 

Resources for a basic income could yield stronger results if they are given to those handpicked for their need for 

social security. 

 

4. (기본소득 제도로) 대부분의 가구가 내는 돈보다 받는 돈이 더 많아지는 혜택을 보게 될 거라는 연구가 많다. 심화되

고 있는 소득 불균등 문제에 해결책이 될 수 있다. Research shows that under such system the majority of 

households would receive more than they pay. Basic income would become the solution to our ever-worsening 

income disparity. / Studies suggest that under such system most households would bring in more than they pay out. 

Basic income would become the answer to the problem of our widening wealth gap. / Reports say that under such 

system more households than not would earn more than they pay. Basic income would become the resolution of our 

deepening disproportion of wealth.  

 

5. 이재명 시장 공약의 경우, 기존 복지제도를 유지하면서 시행하는 것이고 예산 절감과 증세를 통해 재원을 확보할 방

안도 마련하고 있다. Mayor Lee’s basic income pledge would be implemented without revising current social welfare 

policies. Also, he has come up with funding plans to raise money by reducing wasteful spending and raising taxes. / 

Mayor Lee’s basic income promise would be carried out with no change to standing social welfare policies. In 

addition, he has thought up ways to fund his plan through the reduction of wasteful spending and raising of taxes. / 

Mayor Lee’s basic income vow would be executed without amendments to present social welfare policies. 

Furthermore, he has devised a scheme to mobilize resources with reduced wasteful spending and raised taxes. 


