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2016년 12월 15일 키워드 스피킹 방송 / 주제: 반기문 사무총장의 정치 참여  

<광고> 

 

 

Summary 

Back in May of this year, The Economist posted an article about UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. In one of 

its evaluations of him, the magazine said, “He is painfully ineloquent, addicted to protocol and lacking in spontaneity 

and depth.” The weekly gave him some credit for his efforts toward the climate change agreement, but, overall, the tone 

was pretty negative, dubbing him “among the worst” as head of the UN. The article came out when he was leading in 

many of Korea’s opinion polls for next year’s presidential election. His fellow Koreans, supporters and non-supporters alike, 

were disappointed. 

With his term as Secretary-General ending at the end of this year, Ban still has his name listed as one of 

Korea’s likeliest winners in the next presidential election. However, Korea’s political climate has changed dramatically over 

the past couple of months, and many people are skeptical about his chance of winning due to the image of his closeness 

to President Park, whose impeachment trial is now pending. Also, he doesn’t have any experience in Korean politics, nor 

does he have any credentials for resolving the complicated issues currently facing Korean society. 

Many Koreans, especially those from the older generation who remember the UN’s support during the Korean 

War, were very proud when a Korean diplomat became the leader of the international body. That moment of pride has 

faded with mixed assessments. Whether he will officially open a bid to become Korea’s next leader or remain only as 

the country’s first leader of the UN, it won’t be long before we can expect such a decision. 

 

해석  

1. posted an article 기사를 게재하다 

2. painfully ineloquent, addicted to protocol and lacking in spontaneity and depth 말이 너무 답답하고, 의전을 너무 따

지고 순발력과 깊이가 부족하다 

3. gave him some credit for ~을 인정해 주다 

4. dubbing ~라고 지칭하며 

5. With his term as Secretary-General ending at the end of this year 사무총장의 임기가 올해 말로 끝나는 상황에서 

6. has his name listed 자신의 이름을 올리다 

7. whose impeachment trial is now pending (헌재의) 탄핵 판결을 기다리고 있는 

8. nor does he have any credentials for resolving 문제를 해결했다고 인정받은 적도 없다 

9. the international body 국제기구 (=UN) 

10. That moment of pride has faded with mixed assessments. 자랑스러웠던 순간은 그에 대한 상반된 평가와 함께 사라

졌다 

11. officially open a bid 공개적으로 시도하다 

 

Keywords / Key Sentences 

 

1. 반기문 사무총장이 친박 후보로 내년 대선에 나올 거라는 말이 많았다. There has been a lot of speculation that Ban 
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Ki-moon will run for the presidency next year on a pro-Park ticket.  There have been many rumors that Ban Ki-moon 

will run for the presidency next year representing Park’s interests.  There has been much talk that Ban Ki-moon will 

run for the presidency next year as a candidate in support of Park. 

 

2. 한 번도 대선 출마를 공식화한 적이 없는데 여론조사에서 20% 안팎 지지율로 1~2위를 다투고 있다. Ban has never 

confirmed his run for presidency but has always ranked No. 1 or 2 in polls with around a 20 percent approval rating. 

/ Ban has not once announced his run for presidency but has stayed in first or second place in polls with support 

from about 20 percent of the population. / Ban has yet to make official his run for presidency but has held onto the 

top two spots in polls with approximately 20 percent of the people supporting him. 

 

3. 서구 언론의 반기문 총장에 대한 평가는 그리 좋지 않다. Western media’s evaluation of Ban is not that great.  

Assessments of Ban from the West are not that positive.  The West’s appraisals about Ban are not that favorable.  

 

4. 반 총장은 국내 정치 경험이 전혀 없고 지난 10년간 외국에서 살았다. Ban has no experience in Korean domestic 

politics and has lived overseas for the past ten years.  Ban lacks experience in the politics at home and has lived 

outside the country for the past decade.  Ban is inexperienced in the politics of his country and has lived abroad for 

the past ten years. 

 

5. 강대국들 사이에서 생존을 모색해야 하는 우리나라 입장에서 외교 전문가가 대통령이 되는 것은 나쁘지 않다. Korea 

has to seek ways to survive with the world’s superpowers around it. Under the circumstances, electing a president 

who is an expert at diplomacy can become a big advantage for Korea. / Korea must look for ways to keep its head 

above water, surrounded by the world’s major powers. In the present situation, choosing a president who is a master 

at diplomacy can become a big plus for Korea. / Korea needs to search for ways to save itself amid the big players of 

the world. Given the current climate, swearing in a president who is seasoned in diplomacy can become a big boost 

for Korea. 

 

6. 유엔 사무총장 출신이라는 이름값에만 의존하려 말고 다른 정치인과 동등한 조건에서 대통령의 자격이 있는지 철저

한 검증을 받아야 한다. Ban should not rest on his past laurels of serving as UN Secretary-General. He has to be put 

under public scrutiny first, on an equal footing with other politicians, to prove that he has what it takes to become 

Korea’s next president. / Ban should not ride on his achievement of becoming UN Secretary-General. He needs to be 

vetted by the public first, on the same level as other politicians, to demonstrate that he is fit to become Korea’s next 

president. / Ban should not sit back and rely on his distinction as UN Secretary-General. He must be checked inside 

and out by the public first, on an even plane with other politicians, to show that he is equipped to become Korea’s 

next president. 


