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<광고> 

 

 

Summary 

The headlines of the Korean media, which had been dominated by the Choi Soon-sil scandal, were recently 

replaced by surprising news from the US: Donald Trump’s upset victory in the presidential election. Up until the day 

before the election, most Korean news reports simply relayed the US media’s evaluations and predicted that Hillary 

Clinton would be the likely winner. Already pretty familiar with reports on Trump’s inappropriate comments about women 

and minorities, many Koreans say they can’t understand why American voters are sending such an underqualified 

candidate to the White House.  

The most cited reason for Trump’s victory is frustration over Washington politics, mostly by white middle to 

lower class Americans. Regardless of the US’s status as a superpower, the livelihood of everyday Americans has been 

seen as deteriorating since the 2008 financial crisis.  

Whatever the real reasons for Trump’s victory are, what Koreans should do now is brace themselves for the 

changes Trump will bring to Asia, especially Korea. Before being elected, he reiterated that Korea should pay more for 

stationing US troops on its soil. He also said that the Korea-US free trade agreement is unfairly in favor of Korea and 

should be revised. Many Koreans are concerned that his election may bring one more challenge to their country, which is 

already faced with many problems – political, economic, and diplomatic. The worries are all the more severe as the 

country is currently suffering, due to the political scandal, from lack of leadership to steer it in this time of transition.   

 

해석  

1. Donald Trump’s upset victory 도널드 트럼프가 이기는 이변 

2. Up until the day before the election 선거 전날까지도 

3. relayed 중계했다, 그대로 전달했다 

4. Already pretty familiar with 이미 ~에 익숙해져 있기 때문에 

5. sending such an underqualified candidate to the White House 그렇게 자격 미달인 후보를 백악관으로 입성시키다 

6. The most cited reason 가장 많이 언급되는 이유 

7. frustration over Washington politics 워싱턴 정치에 대한 실망 

8. the livelihood of everyday Americans has been seen as deteriorating 평균적인 미국인의 삶은 악화되어 온 것으로 보

인다 

9. brace themselves for the changes 변화에 대비하자 

10. reiterated 재차 강조하다 

11. stationing US troops on its soil 미군을 한국에 주둔시키다 

12. unfairly in favor of Korea 불공정하게 한국에 유리하다 

13. The worries are all the more severe 걱정이 더욱 심하다 

14. lack of leadership to steer it in this time of transition 이런 변화의 시기에 나라를 이끌고 갈 리더십의 부재 
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1. 한국 언론이 외신에 의존해서 대선 전망을 해 왔기 때문에, 트럼프 당선을 이변이라고 생각하는 한국인들이 많다. 

Korean media had predicted the result of the US election based on the evaluations by US media. As a result, many 

Koreans think Trump’s victory is an upset. / Korean media had forecasted the conclusion of the US election relying on 

the outlook of US media. Consequently, Trump’s win comes as a surprise to many Koreans. / Korean media had 

projected the outcome of the US election depending on anticipation by US media. As such, a lot of Koreans are 

shocked by Trump’s victory. 

 

2. 트럼프 당선이 한미관계와 한국경제에 어떤 영향을 미칠지 불확실한 점이 많다. It is still unclear what kind of an 

impact Trump’s election will have on US-Korea ties and the Korean economy.  It remains to be seen how Trump’s 

election will affect US-Korea relations and the Korean economy.  We have yet to know in what way Trump’s election 

will shake the US-Korea alliance and the Korean economy. 

 

3. 트럼프 당선으로 한미간 통상마찰이 커질 것이라는 우려가 많다. Analysts predict that Trump’s presidency will worsen 

the trade conflict between the US and Korea.  Analysts believe that a Trump presidency will put strains on the trade 

issue between the US and Korea.  Analysts suggest that the Trump presidency will deepen trade problems between 

the US and Korea. 

 

4. 주한미군 분담금이 더 늘어날 수 있다. Korea may have to pay more to keep US troops in Korea.  Korea could end 

up having to foot more of the bill to retain US troops in Korea.  Korea might be forced to cover more of the costs of 

having US troops in Korea. 

 

5. 미국이 북한과 대화에 나설지 군사 공격을 포함한 강경 카드를 꺼낼지 알 수 없다. When it comes to the Trump 

government’s North Korean policy, we’re not sure if the US will prefer dialogue or be hard-lined and even consider 

military attacks against the North. / In relation to the Trump administration’s North Korean policy, no one knows 

whether the US will choose to talk or be hawkish and even resort to military force against the North. / As far as the 

Trump circle’s North Korean policy is concerned, it’s unknown whether the US will sit at the table or shake its stick 

and even threaten violence against the North. 

  

6. 최순실 사건으로 인해 한국 정부가 트럼프 집권에 대한 대응책을 신속히 마련하지 못하는 것 같다. As the whole 

country is trapped in the Choi scandal, the Korean government doesn’t seem to be well-prepared for the policies of 

the incoming US government. / Since the entire nation is caught up in the Choi scandal, the Korean government 

doesn’t appear to be ready to handle the policies of the soon-to-come US government. / Because the entirety of the 

nation is embroiled in the Choi scandal, the Korean government doesn’t look likely to be able to manage the policies 

of the US government to come. 


