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2016년 8월 19일 키워드 스피킹 방송 / 주제: 전기요금 누진제 

<광고> 

 

 

Summary 

This year’s extraordinarily long and hot summer has triggered a controversy over something most people didn’t 

have to expect before – a sky-high electricity bill. In Korea, the cost for using electricity increases in an extremely 

progressive manner. The unit cost for the highest bracket is 11.7 times higher than the cost for the lowest. For example, 

if you used the air conditioner for longer than eight hours each day to avoid this summer’s heat wave, your monthly 

electricity bill would run up to over 300,000 won. 

Just like taxes, most people believe that progressive billing for electricity is fair. Low income families who 

consume less electricity should pay less than those who consume more. However, the current system places too much 

financial burden on middle income families. Most households believe that the air conditioner is essential for health 

reasons. The act of turning air conditioners on is no longer regarded as an act of luxury for Koreans.  

Everyone agrees that we should save energy. But if slapping the users with a huge bill is the only method to 

raise public awareness about saving energy, primarily electricity, then the government should definitely give it a second 

thought.   

 

해석  

1. the cost for using electricity increases in an extremely progressive manner 전기 사용료가 매우 누진적인 방식으로 증

가한다 

2. unit cost for the highest bracket 최대 구간의 단위 비용 

3. monthly electricity bill would run up to over 300,000 won 월 전기료가 30만원에 달하게 된다 

4. progressive billing for electricity is fair 누진제가 공정하다 

5. places too much financial burden on middle income families 중산층에게 너무 많은 경제적 부담을 지운다 

6. essential for health reasons 건강을 위해 필수적인다 

7. is no longer regarded as an act of luxury 더 이상 사치스러운 행위로 생각되지 않는다 

8. slapping the users with a huge bill 사용자들이 요금 폭탄을 맞는 것 

9. raise public awareness 의식을 제고하다 

10. give it a second thought 다시 생각해 보아야 한다 

 

Keywords / Key Sentences 

 

1. 전기 요금 폭탄이 두려워 더워도 에어컨을 못 켜고 있다. Many people say they can’t turn on the air conditioner 

because they’re afraid of receiving a huge electricity bill.  Because of the fear of an insane electricity bill, many 

people are deterred from turning on their air conditioner.  A potential skyrocketing electricity bill prevents people 

from turning on their air conditioner.  
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2. 누진제는 필요하지만 현행 제도는 보완할 필요가 있다. Progressive billing is needed but the current system should 

be modified.  Although progressive billing is necessary, the current system should be updated.  Although a higher 

rate for more usage is essential, the current way of billing should be revised. 

 

3. 6단계 구간을 3단계 정도로 줄여야 한다. The current progressive billing system has six brackets. They should be 

reduced to about three.  The current progressive billing system is divided into six rates, which should be divided into 

three.  In comparison to a three bracket rating system, Korea’s current system has unnecessary six brackets.  

 

4. 최저 요금과 최고 요금 차이를 줄여야 한다. The difference of unit cost between the highest bracket and the lowest 

bracket should be narrowed.  The amount paid between the highest bracket and the lowest bracket shouldn’t be so 

contrasting.  There shouldn’t be such a wide difference between the unit cost for the highest bracket and the lowest 

bracket. 

 

5. 저소득층의 요금 인상분은 바우처 지급으로 지원해 주면 된다. The increasing cost for low income families can be 

compensated by providing a voucher.  To aid low income families in the case of added financial burden, the 

government will provide vouchers.  Due to a higher bill, a voucher will be issued to help lower income families. 


