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2016년 5월 18일 키워드 스피킹 방송 / 주제: 가습기 살균제와 옥시 

<광고> 

 

 

Summary 

A heartbreaking picture hit Korean newspapers recently. An elementary school student was carrying next to 

him an oxygen tank from which a hose connected to his nose. He is one of the victims of toxic humidifier sterilizers 

made by Oxy Reckitt Benckiser.  

Toxic humidifier disinfectant took the lives of at least 134 people in Korea over a decade, most of whom were 

newborn babies, their mothers, or pregnant women. Most victims used the disinfectant to sterilize water in their 

humidifiers, to create the best humidity level for their newborn babies. Oxy, one of Korea’s biggest household cleaner 

makers in Korea, has been negligent in checking the safety of its humidifier disinfectant that can be inhaled by their 

users. The company is even known to have intentionally ignored reports about the product’s toxicity.  

The Korean government was also to blame. There has been an unaccounted-for increase in cases of 

respiratory disease for the past decade, but the government ignored it. It also gave approval to sell the disinfectant, the 

safety of which had not been fully proven.  

What is really heartbreaking about this incident is that most of these people were victims of their own good 

will. All they did wrong was do their best to be extra-careful to sterilize their humidifiers’ water, trusting the company’s 

product. When consumers cannot trust the safety of a company’s product whose purpose is to protect their health, one 

can only wonder what the alternative could be.   

 

해석  

1. heartbreaking picture hit Korean newspapers 가슴 아픈 사진이 신문을 장식했다 

2. an oxygen tank from which a hose connected to his nose 호스가 코로 연결된 산소통 

3. toxic humidifier sterilizers 유해한 가습기 살균제, 가습기 살균제의 유해 성분 

4. took the lives of ~의 목숨을 앗아 갔다 

5. create the best humidity level for their newborn babies 신생아를 위한 최적의 습도를 유지하다 

6. been negligent in ~에 대한 책임을 다하지 않다 

7. be inhaled 흡입되다 

8. intentionally ignored 의도적으로 무시하다 

9. product’s toxicity 상품의 유해성 

10. unaccounted-for increase in cases of respiratory disease 원인을 알 수 없이 호흡기 질환이 증가한 것 

11. the disinfectant, the safety of which had not been fully proven 안전성이 확실히 검증되지 않은 살균제 

12. victims of their own good will 좋은 뜻으로 한 행동의 희생자가 된 사람들 

13. All they did wrong was ~ 그들이 잘못한 점은 오직 ~이다 

14. one can only wonder what the alternative could be 대책이 무엇인지 궁금할 수밖에 없다, 어떻게 해야 하는 것인지 

묻지 않을 수 없다 
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Keywords / Key Sentences 

 

1. 가습기 살균제의 유해 물질로 폐질환 환자가 급증했다. There has been a sudden increase of respiratory disease 

patients in Korea due to the toxic humidifier disinfectant.  Korea has experienced an unforeseen rise in respiratory 

disease as a result of the toxic humidifier disinfectant.  An unexpected incline in respiratory disease attributed to the 

toxic humidifier disinfectant was seen in Korea. 

 

2. 피해자의 가족들이 옥시를 상대로 소송을 했다. The victims’ families filed a lawsuit against Oxy Reckitt Benckiser.  

Families of the victims sued Oxy Reckitt Benckiser.  The bereaved took Oxy Reckitt Benckiser to court. 

 

3. 옥시는 살균제의 성분이 유해할 수 있다는 보고를 의도적으로 묵살했다. Oxy intentionally ignored reports that the 

disinfectant can be toxic when inhaled.  Oxy willfully neglected studies that show the disinfectant’s toxicity when 

inhaled.  Oxy purposefully disregarded findings that inhalation of the disinfectant can be toxic. 

 

4. 제품 판매 과정에서 가습기 살균제가 인체에 무해하다는 허위, 과장 광고를 했다. Oxy falsely advertised that its 

product is safe and free of toxins.  Oxy incorrectly claimed that its product is harmless and non-toxic.  Oxy misled 

the public to believe that its product is trustworthy and toxin-free. 

 

5. 유해성에 관한 실험을 진행한 교수들을 돈으로 매수했다. Oxy bribed the college professors to write a report in favor 

of the company.  Oxy bought the favor of college professors through their report on the company.  Oxy baited 

college professors with cash in exchange for a favorable report on the company. 

 

6. 가습기 살균제의 안전성을 확실히 검증하지 않은 정부도 책임이 크다. The government was also negligent in 

checking the safety of the product.  There was also negligence on the part of the government for its failure to 

ensure the product’s safety.  The government also lacked due diligence in ascertaining the safety of the product. 

 

7. 옥시 상품에 대한 불매운동이 확산되고 있다. Consumers are boycotting Oxy products.  The general public is 

boycotting products from Oxy.  Shoppers are boycotting Oxy-made products. 

 

8. 희생자의 가족들이 옥시의 영국 본사를 찾아가 항의를 했다. Victims’ families visited Oxy’s headquarters in the UK 

and protested.  Families of the victims went to Oxy’s UK headquarters to stage a protest.  The bereaved made a trip 

to the UK headquarters of Oxy to launch a protest.  

 

9. 옥시 상품뿐 아니라 다른 생활용품의 유해성에 대한 의심으로까지 번져가고 있다. Consumers are starting to 

question the safety of other chemical products for daily use.  The general public is beginning to wonder about the 

trustworthiness of other chemical products people use from day to day.  Shoppers increasingly suspect the 

harmlessness of other chemical products for day-to-day use. 


