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summary 

Last month, a tourist from Shanghai was surprised at Incheon International Airport when she was honored as 

the 10 millionth foreign visitor in 2012 to Korea. This number placed Korea in the top 20 nations in the world to attract 

over 10 million foreign visitors in a calendar year. The reason for the 10 millionth tourist’s trip was similar to many other 

tourists who flock to Korea – an interest in Korean culture borne out of watching Korean dramas and listening to Korean 

pop music.  Other common travel motives include shopping, attending international conferences and medical tourism.   

Tourism is a constantly growing industry in Korea. The Korean government hopes by 2020 to attract 20 million 

visitors in a single year.  But with this lofty goal, also comes the need to make Korea more tourist-friendly.  

Unqualified guides, limited number of affordable accommodations, rip-offs at stores and restaurants and overpriced taxi 

services, to name a few, are cited by foreigners to be the most annoying factors in touring Korea. Although the Korean 

government has put some policies into place to protect foreign tourists, these laws must be regulated more closely and 

citizens should have more honest and open mindsets in order to make Korea into a real tourism powerhouse in Asia.  

 

Key Words  

1. 1000만명을 기록했다 passed the 10 million mark; surpassed 10 million; reached 10 million; recorded 10 million 

2. 국가 이미지를 개선하다 improve the image of Korea internationally; the world looks at Korea with new eyes; the 

world looks at Korea from a new perspective; the world sees Korea as a rising economy 

3. 관광수지 흑자 tourism surplus; a surplus in tourism industry; tourism industry experiences a profit surplus 

4. 고부가가치 관광상품 highly value-added tourism products; products that make the industry more profitable 

5. 중국인 관광객이 급증했기 때문이다 this is due to an increase in Chinese tourists; this is thanks to ~; this is because 

of ~; the rising number of Chinese tourists has contributed to growth in tourism 

6. 서비스산업을 육성하다 cultivate the service industry; support the service industry; foster the growth in the service 

industry; help build up the service industry; provide a stimulus package to the service industry 

7. 관광대국 도약의 계기로 삼다 ~ is a stepping stone for Korea’s tourism industry; this is a step in the right direction 

to the continued growth; this is a good start for Korea’s tourism industry 

 

More Key Words 

1. 한국이 20위 안에 들다 this number placed Korea in the top 20 nations 

2. 한 해에 관광객을 2000만명 유치하다 attract 20 million visitors in a single year 

3. 거창한 목표 lofty goal 

4. 관광객에게 우호적인 tourist-friendly 

5. 합리적인 가격의 숙박시설 affordable accommodations 

6. 바가지요금 rip-offs; charging higher prices for foreigners 

7. 가장 짜증나는 것 the most annoying factors 

8. 좀 더 철저히 규제하다 regulated more closely 

9. 열린 마음을 갖다 have more open mindsets 

10. 아시아의 관광 강국  tourism powerhouse in Asia 


