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summary 

In an amazing race to the finish, American President Barack Obama was re-elected this month in the 57th 

Presidential Election of the United States of America. His major challenger was Mitt Romney, a former governor from 

Massachusetts, with his running mate Paul Ryan.  

Even up to the last day, experts were hesitant to predict a winner. Final popular vote tallies showed Obama 

ahead by less than three percent. However, in electoral votes, the final outcome was more of a landslide, with Obama at 

332, and Romney, 206. The key to Obama’s victory was his victory in crucial swing-states that kept pundits on edge to 

the last minute. Perhaps most important to Obama’s win was the rising influence of racial minority voters – including 

African-Americans, Hispanic-Americans and Asian-Americans, who disproportionately supported the incumbent over 

Romney. 

The current state of the economy and Federal spending proved to be the most important issue in this election. 

And indeed this is proving to be Obama’s first major challenge since the election, even though his official second term will 

not begin until Inauguration Day on January 21, 2013. Already the crisis of a ‘fiscal cliff’ is threatening to hurl the US 

economy into another recession.  

 

Key Words  

1. 선거인단 electoral college 

2. 과반수 이상의 선거인단을 확보하다 secure more than half of the electoral votes; win more than half of the electoral 

votes 

3. 연임에 성공하다 be re-elected; be elected to a second term; be re-elected to a second four year term 

4. 소수인종 유권자의 표심을 잡다 win the heart of the minority voters; impress minority voters 

5. 공화당 텃밭을 잠식하다 Republican strongholds were taken over by the Democratic party; voters turned Democratic 

in the traditionally Republican states 

6. 앞날이 순탄치만은 않다 have a bumpy road ahead 

7. 재정절벽 fiscal cliff 

8. 정권이 교체되다 go through a leadership change; a new government comes into power 

9. 두 강대국 사이에 끼어 있다 stuck in the middle of the two superpowers; (Korea) is in a Catch 22 

10. 한쪽과만 너무 친한 모습을 보이지 않기 위해 not to be too much of an ally of just one country 

11. (미국과 중국 사이에서) 균형을 잡다 strike a balance; find a balance; find a meeting point 

 

More Key Words 

1. 유권자 투표 집계 popular vote tallies 

2. 압승에 가깝다 more of a landslide 

3. 마지막 순간까지 전문가들도 긴장을 늦추지 못하게 하다 keep pundits on edge to the last minute 

4. 현직대통령을 압도적으로 지지하다 disproportionately support the incumbent 

5. 미국 경제를 또 한번의 불황으로 몰아넣다 hurl the US economy into another recession 


