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2012년 9월 28일 키워드 스피킹 방송 / 주제: 주요 대선후보 확정 

 

summary 

Last week, the doctor-turned-software tycoon Ahn Cheol-soo finally announced that he would be running as 

an independent in the upcoming presidential election. With Ahn throwing his hat into the ring, the presidential election 

has become a three-way race with candidates Park Geun-hye of the Saenuri Party and Moon Jae-in of the Democratic 

United Party.   

Former aide to the last President Roh Moo-hyun, Moon Jae-in faces an uphill battle as he takes on two larger-

than-life figures in Korean society. However, Moon is adamant that his “people-first” motto will rise above all the political 

hype. Rep. Park Geun-hye recently announced new plans to focus on welfare and provide free college education for 

students in the bottom 20% income-bracket. As the daughter of the late president Park Chung-hee, she has apologized 

and tried to distance herself from her father’s dictatorial rule. 

Meanwhile, Independent Ahn Cheol-soo has proposed his vision of fair and transparent politics for the 

country. Despite celebrity-level popularity, Ahn will have to face tough criticism that he lacks experience since he has 

never held any public office. But perhaps that’s the reason why so many people have been clamoring for the former 

SNU professor.  

No matter where you are on the political spectrum, it’s an extraordinary time in Korean politics..   

 

Key Words  

1. 주요 세 후보, 빅쓰리 big three 

2. 누가 이길지 결과를 아직 알 수 없다 it’s still anybody’s game; presidency is up for grabs; it’s up in the air; there is 

no clear winner 

3. 박빙이다 the race is very close; the two candidates are pretty neck and neck 

4. 후보 단일화 one of the two candidates will resign and support the other; the two camps will form a coalition and 

nominate a single candidate 

5. 확고한 지지기반이 있다 have a solid support base; have a strong support base; have solidified her supporters 

6. 원칙과 신뢰를 중시한다 puts principle and trust first; puts principle and trust before other things 

7. 역사인식에 문제가 있다 have issues with the way she views the past 

8. 특히 아버지와 관련하여 especially when it comes to her father 

9. 불통이미지 she looks stubborn and rigid; have an image of being a poor communicator; she doesn’t listen to other 

people; she doesn’t take other people’s advice 

10. 참신한 이미지가 있다 is a new face; has a fresh image 

11. 노무현 전 대통령에 대한 향수가 있다 many people are nostalgic of the late president Roh 

12. 뚜렷한 정치적 성과가 없다 does not have a noticeable track record in politics 

13. 양날의 검과 같다 ~ is like a double-edged sword 

14. 새로운 정치를 상징한다 represent the symbol of new politics 

15. 대중적 인기가 높다 enjoys a celebrity-level popularity 

16. 현실정치의 경험이 없다 be inexperienced in the world of real politics 

17. 검증이 남아 있다 his personal life has to be put under scrutiny; his personal life has to be scrutinized; he has to 

prove himself to the public 

 

More Key Words 

1. 출사표를 던지다 throw one’s hat into the ring 

2. 3파전 three-way race 

3. 어려운 싸움을 하다 face an uphill battle 

4. 정치인들의 허풍 political hype 

5. 소득 하위 20% 가구 출신 학생 students in the bottom 20% income bracket 
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6. 투명한 정치 transparent politics 

7. 공직을 맡아본 적이 없다 never held any public office 

8. 열광하다, 환호하다 clamor for 

9. 개인의 정치적 입장 where you are on the political spectrum 


