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Word of the Day – Exacerbate 

Transcript 

Hi everyone. Today’s word of the day is exacerbate. There are some things you should consider 

when trying to use this word. First, you’ll find it being used more often in formal dialogue rather than 

casual conversations. And secondly, it has a negative connotation but it can be used to give a more 

diplomatic tone to a particular statement. 

The definition of the word exacerbate is very easy to understand. It means to make a problem 

worse than it already is. You can expand this definition to bad situations that worsen or a person’s 

negative mood that continues to decline. For example, your company is hosting an overseas business 

client as his foreign investment firm is interested in investing in your new line of products. Since your 

business client will be staying in Korea for an extended period of time, he brought his family along. You 

happen to have dinner with your business client and your own boss. Your business client’s wife also joins 

your group. When your boss greets her, he compliments on how pregnant she is and that she’s 

absolutely glowing. Unfortunately, the wife is not pregnant but a tad overweight. She then runs away 

crying with your important business client leaving, feeling insulted. Your boss wants to chase after them 

and apologize but you don’t think that’s the best idea. You can advise him by saying, 

“Excuse sir, but I don’t think that would be the best course of action. Both of them are still 

very angry. I think if you ran after them now, it would only exacerbate the situation. I would 

recommend that you send a sincere apology in the morning.” 

Another time that the word exacerbate is very useful is when talking about medical symptoms. 

If you are very sick with a cold but chose not to dress warmly, it can exacerbate your condition.  

If you would like more information or the full transcript, please visit our website. Thank you very 

much and take care.  


