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Paul’s summary 

The National Assembly kicked off the start of its new, four-year term last week. Unfortunately, the opening 

ceremony was quickly overshadowed by concerns of pro-North Korean lawmakers in the United Progressive Party or 

UPP. The accusations have continued to make front page headlines creating a huge political controversy and intense 

debate among the public. 

The two lawmakers that are currently in question include representatives Lee Seok-gi and Kim Jae-yeon. Before 

joining the leftist UPP, Lee and Kim were former student activists. Lee served two and a half years in prison for his 

open support of the North Korean philosophy of “Juche” or self-reliance, while Kim was wanted by authorities on 

suspicions of supporting the communist regime.  

The two National Assemblymen have neither confirmed nor denied their current political viewpoints on North 

Korea, citing it as their right to free speech. Reps. Kim and Lee have refused to step down despite intense pressure even 

from their own party. One of the main concerns has been towards state secrets, as members of the National Assembly 

have access to confidential information related to defense and foreign affairs. The important question to ask now is 

whether sympathizing with North Korea automatically brand you a traitor, or does a nation under constant threat of 

attack make it unable to take any chances with its national security?.  
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