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Word of the Day – Clumsy 

Transcript 

 Hi everyone.  Today’s word of the day is clumsy. Clumsy is an adjective. You can use the word 

“clumsy” in formal and casual conversations. And it has a slightly negative connotation because it’s 

never used as a compliment. So what does “clumsy” mean? “Clumsy” means to describe an action or 

movement that is awkward or done without skill or grace. You’re probably going to use and hear this 

word often when describing how some people move or talk. It’s usually for people who are not very 

coordinated with their body. For example in high school, you may have had a classmate who was very 

tall.  Perhaps he was over 200 cm in height but because he grew so quickly, he had a hard time walking 

smoothly and using his body. You can say, 

 “I thought the tall guy would be really good at sports but he keeps falling over and bumping 

into things.  I think he’s still growing into his body. He’s very clumsy.” 

 Now “clumsy” doesn’t necessarily mean your whole body. It can mean just how you talk or how 

you hold things. For example, you have a very scary boss at your office. You do not want to get yelled at 

him and you fear that whenever he looks at you, you might get fired. Therefore whenever he talks to 

you cannot speak properly and you accidentally drop whatever is in your hands. You co-worker asks you 

what is the problem. You can say, 

 “I’m sorry. It’s just that I get really clumsy and nervous when the boss comes near me. I feel 

like my tongue is in knot and I’m all thumbs.”  

 Remember, the phrases “tongue is in a knot” and “I’m all thumbs” means that you are clumsy 

with your mouth and hands, respectively. If you would like more information or the full transcript, 

please go to Practicus.co.kr.  Thank you very much and take care.   
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