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Word of the Day – Tease 

Transcript 

 Hi everyone.  Today’s word of the day is tease. Tease is a verb. You can use it in formal and 

casual conversation. It has a slightly negative connotation. 

 The most common definition of tease is to irritate or provoke someone or something with 

persistent petty distractions. Typically, it means to give a minor annoyance to someone. Usually in more 

informal conversation you will hear a person use the word “bug” interchangeably with “tease”. 

Someone can “bug” you or someone can “tease” you.  You can imagine why this is used because usually 

when there is a mosquito or bee that’s flying around, it makes you uncomfortable. Of course a mosquito 

is so small that it is not a serious physical threat but it can distract you. 

 When you use the word “tease” it is mainly when someone is making a joke towards someone 

or making lighthearted insults. For example, a coworker in your office keeps calling you “butterfingers” 

because you dropped your coffee cup once. You can say to him, 

 “Hey, I know you’re just teasing me, but it’s been a month since I dropped that coffee. It’s 

time to let it go.” 

 Another time when you can use this word is when you want to reassure someone that the 

situation is not serious. For example, your sister keeps joking to your best friend that he’s ugly and 

stupid. Your best friend is very sad and takes it personally, thinking that your sister hates him.  You can 

say, 

 “Hey, don’t take it personally. She’s just teasing you and doesn’t really mean what she says. 

She talks to everyone like that.” 

  If you would like more information or the full transcript, please go to Practicus.co.kr.  Thank you 

very much and take care.   
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