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Word of the Day – Conform 

Transcript 

The word of the day today is conform.  Conform is a transitive verb and an intransitive verb. The 

word conform has several meanings. To conform to something can mean something literally mimics or 

is aligned to the shape of something. 

Let’s say you are building a boat. You have to prepare the wood and in doing so, you may have 

to conform to the grain of the wood when you are making the planks. You are then following the 

direction of the wood when cutting the pieces you need. 

You can also use this word when you are aligned in thought with someone else. You are in 

agreement and in accordance to their way of thinking. For example, you could say, 

 “Luckily I agree with my parents. I think it is a good idea to go on this research field trip, even 

though it is during my summer vacation. For once my thoughts conform to their thoughts.” 

So then, your thoughts about this field trip are aligned with their way of thinking. 

Another use of this word is when you have to follow the rules or guidelines of something then 

you are conforming to the given requirements. 

In this definition, you may or may not be aligned in your thoughts with someone else, but you 

will act as if you are in accordance because you feel as if you have to. 

For instance, if we use the same premise in the previous example, you may not think it is a good 

idea to go on the research field trip, but your parents think that you should go. While it is not required, 

everyone attends and it almost a given that you will also attend. So then, you will conform and go, even 

though you would rather do something else during your summer vacation.   

 I hope you find this word useful in expressing your thoughts more clearly.  For more 

information you can find the script at Practicus.co.kr.   

 

 

http://www.practicus.co.kr/

