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Paul’s summary 

With 90 percent of South Korea’s food being imported, one would expect the nation’s regulatory system to protect its 

citizens from tainted food products.  Unfortunately the Korean Food and Drug Administration (KFDA) has yet again 

dropped the ball and jeopardized the public health of the nation.  This past Friday, the KFDA issued a belated warning 

against toxic chopsticks made in China, which were found to have traces of cancer-causing chemicals. Instead of 

immediately informing the public and recalling the hazardous chopsticks, the KFDA waited 8 months before issuing a press 

release. As a result over 10,000 of the harmful chopsticks are in now circulation in Korea.   

Public concerns over lack of hygiene of food served in restaurants and manufactured in factories have been deeply 

rooted. Consumer groups have long requested that the KFDA raise the standards of proper food safety. Not surprisingly, 

Korean consumers have been even more wary of imported food. This past year Japan experienced a nuclear meltdown at 

the Fukushima plant, causing local milk and crops to be contaminated by radiation.  Fears of Japanese imported fish 

tainted by radiation spread among Korean consumers, causing a huge drop in sales.  The KFDA responded by informing 

the public that no radiation had been detected in any Japanese imported seafood.  But with the KFDA’s tarnished track 

record, many consumers dismissed the reassurance and continued to be cautious. The KFDA needs to enforce stronger 

regulations and cooperate with consumer protection groups, in order to convey they are still effective and relevant to the 

nation’s food safety. 

 

Key Words 

1. 유해물질이 검출된 나무젓가락 toxic chopsticks 

2. 암을 일으키는 화학물질 cancer-causing chemicals 

3. 위생 불량 lack of hygiene 

4. 식품안전기준을 강화하다 raise the standards of proper food safety 

5. 더 엄격하게 규제하다 enforce stronger regulations 

6. 비위생적인 unhygienic, unsanitary 

7. 음식이 비위생적이다 the food is not prepared properly, not prepared well 

8. (식약청이) 책임을 다하지 않다, 경보시스템이 제대로 작동하지 않다 KFDA failed to fulfill its duty, KFDA turned a 

blind eye to the issue, KFDA ignored/abandoned their duty, KFDA’s warning system didn’t work well  

9. (질 나쁜 재료를 써서) 소비자들을 속이다 misleading customers about the integrity of the food ingredients 

10. (국산으로 둔갑시켜) 소비자들을 속이다, fooling customers by false advertisement 

11. 중국산을 국산으로 둔갑시키다 falsely advertise that the ingredients are from China, but, in reality, they’re from China 

12. 기준치를 초과한 세균이 검출되었다 have more than acceptable level of bacteria, the bacteria in ~ is above 

tolerance, the bacteria is above accepted level 

13. 먹는 것 갖고 장난치는 사람들은 중형에 처해야 한다 anyone who messes with food should go to jail, stop messing 

with my food or you go to jail 

 

More Key Words 

1. 유통되고 있다 are in now circulation 

2. (음식의) 세균 bacteria 

3. (사물에 묻어 있는) 세균 germ  

4. 오염된 식품 tainted food products 

5. 국민의 건강을 위험에 빠뜨리다 jeopardized the public health of the nation 

6. 뒤늦게 주의할 것을 당부했다 issued a belated warning 

7. 방사능에 오염된 contaminated by radiation 

8. 정부의 (안전하다는) 발표를 믿지 않다 dismissed the reassurance 

9. 포름알데히드 formaldehyde 


