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Paul’s summary 

2012 is looking to become one of the most intense political races with both the general and presidential elections taking 

place in the same year since 1992. Both parties are now fighting for the attention of previously apathetic young voters 

using social networking sites (SNS).  The rapid rise of SNS changed the political landscape in last year’s Seoul mayor 

race, where candidate Park proved that SNS would be an important tool to not only increase voter turnout but to get 

many disillusioned younger voters excited in politics again.  

Another 21st century innovation in the political process was the introduction of mobile voting.  The Democratic Party for 

the first time opened its leadership election process to ordinary citizens and allowed them to vote through their cell 

phones.  The experiment gained an explosive amount of participation.    

Unfortunately not everyone is jumping on the SNS bandwagon.  The National Election Commission had petitioned to 

have SNS be regulated by the government, which would ban online campaigning and make it impossible for users to be 

anonymous when criticizing a candidate.  However, the Constitutional Court decided against the regulations.  

Opponents against SNS were concerned of elections turning into popularity contests and the rampant spread of false 

accusations against politicians.  Those defending SNS were quick to point out that the pros far outweigh the cons.  

For example, millions of people online are now engaged in political discussions, all from the comfort of their homes or on 

the go with their smartphones and tablets.  It’s clear that SNS and mobile voting will continue to have a greater 

influence in future elections, but whether it’s enough to sway the political spectrum of the nation in this year’s upcoming 

elections remains to be seen.   
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