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Paul’s summary 

Unfortunately this past week a 14-year old boy from Gwangu killed himself from being constantly bullied by his peers.  

According to police, three students had frequently beaten him, stole money from him, and sent him threatening text 

messages over the course of the year.  One of the bullies has been charged with assault and blackmail, while the other 

two are being investigated.  The previous week another 14-year old boy from Daegu had also committed suicide due to 

bullying at school.   

With two back to back student suicides, the government has been forced to finally crackdown on bullying in schools.  

Over 12,000 police detectives have been mobilized to patrol school areas and arrest bullies while the Ministry of 

Education has revised school violence-related laws to be tougher on offenders.  

Though these harsher punishments are a step in the right direction, it doesn’t address the root of the problem. 

Providing the soil for school violence is the nation’s cold-hearted education system that emphasizes only good grades 

and unlimited competition. Equally problematic is the widespread spoiling of children by their baby-boomer parents who 

make their kids both violent and weak at the same time.  

Bullying is not a sort of rite of passage for teenagers. Students should not turn a blind eye to bullying just because it’s 

so commonplace. Now is the time for teachers, parents and students to take bullying much more seriously and come up 

with a solution. 

 

Key Words 

1. 친구들로부터 지속적인 괴롭힘을 당하다 be constantly bullied by one’s peers 

2. 협박문자를 보내다 send threatening text messages 

3. 형사를 동원하다 mobilize police detectives 

4. 단속하다 crackdown on, have a crackdown on, clampdown on 

5. 학교 주위를 순찰하다 patrol school areas 

6. 근본적인 원인 root of the problem 

7. 비인간적인 교육제도 cold-hearted education system, cutthroat education system 

8. 해결책을 내놓다 come up with a solution 

9. 놀리다 tease 

10. 괴롭히다 pick on somebody 

11. 정부가 뒷북대책을 내놓다 the government is late to the game; the government is reactive, not proactive 

12. 일진 a group of best fighters at school; toughest guys at school; worst bullys at school 

13. 부모와 교사가 체벌에 대한 생각을 바꿔야 한다 Parents and teachers should change their mindset about hitting 

children 

14. 지나치게 경쟁적인 교육제도가 근본 원인이다 the root of the problem is Korea’s cold-hearted education system 

 

More Key Words 

1. 2명의 학생이 연달아 자살함 two back to back student suicides 

2. (정부 대책의) 방향은 옳다 a step in the right direction 

3. ~도 똑같이 문제다 equally problematic is ~ 

4. (학교폭력은) 통과의례가 아니다 not a rite of passage 

5. 못 본 체하다 turn a blind eye to 


