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The Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement (FTA) was ratified by the United States Congress on October 12th but it has yet to 

be approved by the South Korean government.  The final approval for the Korea-U.S. FTA has been stalled due to strong 

political opposition and massive protests from civic groups.  The FTA has been in the works since 2007 when a treaty 

was signed between the two nations.  The deal would eliminate 95% of tariffs on imported and exported goods within 

five years with the potential of economic growth for each country especially in the automotive industry. 

 The Democratic Party strongly disagrees and has vowed to not let the FTA pass based on their “12 Toxic 

Articles”, describing how it would be harmful to the economy.  Currently opposition lawmakers have been filibustering 

and even physically obstructing parliamentary sessions in order to block the bill.  Their main argument has revolved 

around the Investor-State Dispute (ISD) clause, which would allow foreign investors to bring disputes with government 

trading partners to an international tribunal.  The DP argues that the ISD clause would be biased and allow foreign 

companies to circumvent Korean local laws. 

 The GNP has been trying to assure the public that many of the opposition’s concerns are unfounded. They’ve 

also emphasized that the FTA would further increase Korea’s GDP and create billions of dollars in foreign investment.  

Despite the GNP’s responses, they seem to be fighting an uphill battle as public approval of Lee Myung-bak’s 

government continues to plummet.    

 

Key Words 

1. 비준하다 ratify, approve 

2. 관세 tariff 

3. 관세를 철폐하다 lift tariffs, eliminate tariffs, ban tariffs 

4. 독소조항 harmful articles, harmful points, ‘toxic’ articles (부자연스러움) 

5. 법안상정을 막다 squat, filibuster, block the bill, obstruct the passing of the bill 

6. 물리력으로 저지하다 physically block the passing of the bill 

7. 한국의 GDP를 증대시키다 further increase Korea’s GDP 

8. 한국 법률을 무력화하다 circumvent Korean local laws 

9. 한국의 사법주권을 침해한다 Korea’s legal sovereignty is not recognized; ISD can threat the sovereignty of the Korean 

laws. 

10. 투자자가 국제 중재기구에 제소할 수 있다 If there is a dispute, investors can take the case to the international 

tribunal 

11. 관세를 철폐해서 가격경쟁력이 생긴다 Tariffs will be lifted and the Korean products will become more competitive. 

12. FTA의 수혜자도 있으나 중소기업, 중소상인, 농민 등은 피해를 본다. Some may benefit from the FTA, but small and 

medium sized companies, mom and pop stores and farmers will be put at a disadvantage. 

13. 한국에 투자를 많이 하다 pump more money into the Korean economy  

14. 충분한 의견수렴을 거치지 않았다 The government blocked their ears and shut their eyes from the public outcry. 

Voice of the people has not been heard.  
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1. 시민단체의 강렬한 반대 strong opposition from civic groups 

2. 이기기 힘든 싸움을 하다 fight an uphill battle 

3. 국제 중재기구 international tribunal 


