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The Seoul mayoral by-election is only days away and both candidates, Park Won-soon and Na Kyung-won, are 

taking the gloves off to ensure their victory.  Park had enjoyed an early lead in the race but Na has been catching up in 

the polls after the GNP’s smear campaign against the lawyer-turned-activist.  Both candidates have their fair share of 

skeletons in the closet and both are trying to make sure the public knows every dirty little secret. 

 Candidate Na has made sure that Park’s shortened military service is well-known, accusing him of draft 

dodging and exploiting loopholes in his military service. Park has defended himself saying that he was legally exempt as 

he was a third-generation only son and that any accusations of purposely avoiding military duty are baseless.  Park’s 

close relations with conglomerates and pro-North activists have also been in question.  Additionally, Park has been 

accused of academic record forgery.   

 Park was quick to launch a counterattack and point out that Na’s hands are also not so clean.  Na’s financial 

history has come into the spotlight as it’s been hinted that her 1.3 billion won of assets have come from property 

speculation.  It hasn’t helped that she is allegedly a member of a beauty care club with a 100 million won membership 

fee.  Na is also criticized by Park’s camp for having ties to cases of fraud involving a private school foundation where 

she and her father were directors. Na has quickly deflected these attacks and concentrated her plans to boost child 

welfare.  

The mayoral race is significant for both the GNP and main opposition Democratic Party as the mayoral election 

is considered the litmus test for next year’s presidential election.          

 

Key Words 

1. 네거티브 캠페인 smear campaign, mudslinging, negative campaign 

2. 숨겨져 있던 부정이나 비리 skeletons in the closet 

3. 의도적으로 군 복무기간을 단축하다 intentionally shorten the military service 

4. 병역기피 draft dodging 

5. 허점을 이용하다 exploit loopholes 

6. 3대독자 third-generation only son 

7. 학력위조 to embellish academic records, academic record forgery, academic record manipulation 

8. 부동산 투자 property speculation 

9. 비리 fraud 

10. 사학재단 private school foundation 

11. 청탁하다 make a request 

12. 비리사학 명단에서 빼다 take the name off the list of schools involved with fraud cases  

13. 가격을 축소신고하다 understate the value of the diamond ring 

14. 자선활동을 하는 재단 charity 

15. 후원을 받다 be sponsored 

16. 후보검증을 하다 candidates are being scrutinized, candidates are under scrutiny 

 

More Key Words 

1. 은밀한 비밀 dirty little secret 

2. (주장이나 비방 등이) 근거가 없는 baseless, groundless 

3. 내년 대선의 전초전 litmus test for next year ’s presidential election 

4. 시세차익 capital gains 


